Client:


Planet Platforms

Author:


K Baker

Release date:

27.02.09
Headline:

Non-powered access for the rail sector 
PR Ref:


PPPR121

Contacts:

pr@pm-marketinggroup.co.uk
NON-POWERED ACCESS FOR THE RAIL SECTOR

The economic downturn might be a tempting time to cut purse strings on all sorts of spend but health and safety is one area where you cannot afford to compromise. However, when 'times are tough', being slapped with a hefty fine, prosecution or enforcement for not complying with the health and safety legislation is exactly what a company doesn't need. 
For the rail industry, the economic implications might not necessarily indicate a negative forecast. Consumers, especially business travellers, who are conscious about the rising cost of fuel are opting for rail journeys instead of driving to meetings; the lure of missing traffic jams and 'getting more done on the journey' is often too hard to miss. For freight companies, rail freight has grown rapidly over the last 10 years. 2007's Freight Route Utilisation Strategy published by Network Rail forecasts further growth of 30% - the equivalent of extra 240 freight trains per day - over the next 10 years (Source: Network Rail RUS March 2007). The Route Utilisation Strategy (RUS) programme has been set up by Network Rail to develop a series of 10-year programmes to help the Government achieve its aims of developing rail capacity to meet forecast demand. A final updated Strategic Business Plan will be published in March 2009 with a strategy for the next five years. In the rail freight sector, 'industry priority gauge' aspirations 2014/15 point towards larger container sizes. So, in one respect, things are looking up for Rail companies, which makes it especially imperative to have the correct equipment and follow legislation and guidelines whilst working on carriage build and maintenance. 

Work at height specialist Planet Platforms strongly advises companies to maintain continuous health and safety focus and think of various permutations of safety whilst working on railways. Their rail solutions not only focus on work at height but also on work below height. 

Access solutions to the rail industry are largely determined by issues such as overhead electric cables and low-level working areas. 

Aluminium scaffolding system: Alutec, Planet’s strong and light aluminium access tower system, is used to design bespoke access solutions such as: Carriage door access steps, door safety barriers, roof access systems, pit boards and cab-end roof access systems. Planet also built and installed a bespoke overhead access gantry designed for the Orient-Express. In this case, fully functional hydraulic jets were installed to aid in the cleaning and restoration processes adopted for the carriages. 

GRP access systems: Protec, Planet’s Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) towers are heavily used in the rail industry due to their non-conductive, non-corrosive and spark resistant properties. They are especially suited in an environment where electricity is predominant. 

Because GRP is non-conductive, it allows engineers to work in a safe environment, and saves any time involved setting up electrical safety measures required for traditional metal stagings. Some of Planet’s Protec access solutions include spanned windscreen wiper access staging, roof access staging, dual access carriage steps and Protec towers mounted on an insulated rail bogey. Planet also supplied 13 Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) steps to Bombardier Transportation. These steps are being used to test the new carriages at one of the testing facilities in Derby. The GRP access steps were developed to enter and exit access points in the carriages as opposed to having a single point of entry at the end or beginning and having to walk along the length of the carriage to reach a specific point. 
Low-level access: Low-level access solutions come in the form of pit boards, where it is essential to cover the pit boards whilst working as serious accidents can occur if workers fall into it. Solutions for low-level access for jobs such as carriage cleaning and maintenance can also be dealt with by small push-around towers such as the PROdeck™. 

Some of Planet's other solutions for the rail industry include cab-end roof access staging for Eurostar, multi-level carriage door platform steps for Virgin Trains, pit boards, fibreglass (Protec) spanned windscreen wiper access staging, and Protec roof access staging for the London Underground. 

Useful links and sources referenced in this article: 

www.planetplatforms.co.uk

www.networkrail.co.uk

www.hse.gov.uk

www.rail-reg.gov.uk

www.iod.com/hsguide

www.hse.gov.uk/leadership 

For more information about Planet Platforms, our rail solutions or to invite us to assess your site for health and safety requirements please get in touch on 0800 0854 161 or email info@planetplatforms.co.uk. 
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Notes to editors:

1. Planet Platforms is a leading manufacturer and distributor of work place access solutions. The company also provides a number of safety inspection and working at height training programmes. Prestigious clients include: Rolls Royce, Thomas Cook, The Royal Albert Hall, ICI Chemicals, Shell Offshore and The National Trust.
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For more information about Planet Platforms please contact the appointed press representatives; PM Marketing Group, on 0845 872 6630 or email pr@pm-marketinggroup.co.uk, or alternatively visit the press office on Planet Platforms' website www.planetplatforms.co.uk. 
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